
 

“TROUT LINES”   

 George Washington 
Served: April 30, 1789 – March 4, 1797 
 
America’s Founding Father was not only the Brits’ 
worst nightmare, he was also a badass woodsman, 
whiskey distiller, tobacco farmer, and once dabbled in 
spinning and weaving. We’re excusing the last two 
knowing that the First Prez also hauled in cash via 
commercial fishing on the Potomac, and took not 
one but three fishing breaks during the Constitutional 
Convention. George Washington—a man who could 
not tell a lie… not even when it came to fishing. 

Grover Cleveland 
Served: March 4, 1885 – March 4, 1889; March 4, 
1893 – March 4, 1897 
 
Counting the same fish twice is a natural slip when 
relaying river scorecards to beer-guzzling buddies. 
Cleveland, on the other hand, scores an uncontested 
double on the presidential stringer—22nd and 
24th—due to the depression that split his terms. 
Fond of outdoors action, “full of fun and inclined to 
play pranks,” perhaps Cleveland’s greatest nonpresi-
dential achievement was convincing his new wife 

(righteous babe, Frances Fol-
som) to go fly-fishing during their honeymoon in Mar-
yland. 

Warren G. Harding 
Served: March 4, 1921 – August 
2, 1923 
 
Harding was a Republican from 
Ohio and the first newspaper 
publisher to be elected presi-
dent, via an “America first” cam-
paign that encouraged industrial-
ization, strong economy, and 
foreign independence in the af-
termath of World War I. While 
his “Ohio Gang” of financially 
powerful appointees pursued 
scandal, corruption, bribery, 
fraud, and a sprinkling of prison 

time, Warren G. played it safe taming the national 
unemployment rate and chasing tarpon off the Texas 
coast. 

Herbert Hoover 
Served: March 4, 1929 – March 4, 1933 
 
From his early years catching sunfish out of Iowa’s 
Wapsinoc Creek, to his years in Oregon fishing the 
Rogue, McKenzie, Willamette and Columbia, our 
31st President always made fishing a top off-time pri-
ority. There’s even a book called Herbert Hoover, 
The Fishing President, by Hal Wert. Though trout 
fishing the swift rivers of the West was his first love, 
he, like many of us, eventually made it to saltwater, 
chasing bonefish and permit on the flats, and even 
went sailfishing on occasion. Hoover’s oft-repeated 
quote plays up the sport’s inherent democratic prin-
ciples: “All men are equal before fish.” 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Served: January 20, 1953 – January 20, 1961 
 
Hold the phone. Call the fish cops. Eisenhower, a  
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This report will try to get everyone up to date with 
Huntington’s Project Healing Waters Program. 
Our program has been up and running since Thurs-
day the 9th of June 2011.  We have a very active pro-
gram that has included lots of activities for the vets.  
Our first undertaking was to expose everyone to the 
art of fly fishing.  I would like to thank Charlie Krepps 
for his fly fishing course to give much info about eve-
ry aspect of fly fishing.  Charlie’s easy to understand 
approach, gave much insight to how to fly fish. 
We had some fishing outings at Barboursville City 
Park lake, Wolfe Creek, Escataba Farms, Back Creek 
Va., Suzie-Q private stream at Harrisonville Va. And 
finally our biggest event, a two day outing to Har-
man’s Cabins WV this past June 8, 9 & 10. 

There have been many TU members who have vol-
unteered their time as assistants, guides, instructors, 
and support for our Project Healing Waters Fly Fish-

ing program.  Saying  thanks just doesn’t go far 
enough, saying that your involvement with our disa-
bled vets has had such a great impact in their lives is 
better.  Change comes with their involvement  in 
learning all about fly fishing  and the ability to tie flies, 
making a great cast, building their own fly rod and 
meeting others who love the sport as much as we all 
do!  It’s easy to see that the more of us who can be 
part of the program, the more rewards to all in-
volved.  This is a growing effort we make to continue 
to build the program ------ we need you. 
Since the beginning we have completely outfitted 7 
veterans with fishing gear, another 2 participants will 
receive theirs this October 9,10 & 11 at Back Creek 
on Dominion Power owned property in Bath Co. Va. 
Rod building  took place from Jan 10 thru April 5th, 
there were 20 fly rods built by veterans .  Thanks 

again to Ken Eigenbrod, Marge and Dave 
McCutcheon for their expert instruction and 
guidance through the process.  They were 

well liked by everyone.  A 
national contest was held 
for any one who wished 
to have their rod judged 
at Hook & Hackle in Pa. 
We had 5 entrants enter 
the contest.  5 National 
trips went to the win-
ners.  A Special Thank 
you to Serge Ruiz who is 
currently Assistant Pro-

gram Lead for the Huntington program. 
We purchased 20 fly tying vices, for the fly 
tying part of the program as we are currently 

showing intermediate and advanced tying skills, since 
we started.  Oh yes--- by the way we are always 

(Continued on page 3) 

Bob White, Program Lead Huntington VAMC 

Project Healing Waters 
at Harmon’s Cabins 

 



demonstrating  beginning  skills--- as we have new 
comers all the time joining in.  We started this ses-
sion on May 24th with our last weekly class to be 
Sept 20th . 
We nominated 4 vets to go on a national week long 
trip to Slough Creek in Yellowstone National Park.  
Three vets Ron Curry, Chuck Holley, and Dewey 
Taylor were able to go (Dewey joined as a result of 
the Charleston Hunt Show this past January at the 
Civic Center) The trip was July 10 thru 15, a great 
time was had dry fly fishing, double rigs, for cut 
throat and rainbow trout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Currently we look forward to a regional fish outing 
again to Back Creek Va. Sponsored by Dominion 
Power.  Vets Robert Bowen and Ron Curry will at-
tend and get all their gear provided to them.  5 Do-
minion Guides (Fly Fishing Virginia members) and 5 
local guides are helping to guide for them on their 
private man made stream.  Over 2,000 trout are 
stocked special for this event. 
We have made a nomination to the region for 
“participant of the year award” , there will be two 
winners each to receive an Orvis Access Rod and 
Reel presented to them in our program. 
The Huntington program has been awarded 
(probably the only one in the country) govt. grants 
totaling $2,700.00, which helped us with all food for 
Harman’s fish outing and we got some really neat 

supplies to aid with the fly tying and fishing outings.  
Our request for future grants will be ongoing as well. 
On August 1st we hosted the #2 man in our Naval 
Air Craft Carrier Program, Senior Executive Service 
 & Senior Civilian Official William J, DeLigne , for a 
visit to talk with the vets about a public outreach 
program by the US Navy.  Info very interesting about 
our current fleet of 286 ships and 11 air craft carri-
ers.  He also told us about the next Gerald R. Ford 
carrier due to be put into service in 2015. 

A little more about PHWFF in WV, now has 5 active 
programs Beckley, Huntington, Clarksburg, and Mar-
tinsburg , all VAMC facilities and the most recent 
Wheeling Vet Center just got a program started.  
WV now has as many programs as in Virginia! 
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Dewey Taylor 

GUIDE TO THE 
CATCH AND RELEASE 

TROUT STREAMS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

MAPS, TIPS, HATCH CHARTS,LODGING 
INFORMATION. 

$10.00 EA. ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
KANAWHA VALLEY CHAPTER 

of 

TROUT UNLIMITED 
CALL JASON HODGES: 407-547-5447 

Email: wvflyfishr@gmail.com 

Just a little shout out to  

Ian McQuinn 

Congratulations on the big day! 
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five-star general and former Supreme Commander of 
Allied Forces, was once fingered for having more than 
his legal limit of Colorado trout. In an inquiry referring 
to the 1952 accusations, an irked Ike lamented, 
“Who’s been counting my fish?!” Good question. Our 
Capitol Hill correspondents pin the red herring on 
either Joe McCarthy, who Eisenhower covertly op-
posed, or then vice president tricky Dick Nixon, fore-
shadowing his penchant for fudged numbers and politi-
cal espionage. 

Jimmy Carter 
Served: January 20, 1977 – January 20, 1981 
 
With the possible exception of Hoover, President 
Carter is probably the most famous fishing president, 
having a lifetime of Georgia bass fishing, Appalachian 
trout fishing, and Gulf Coast saltwater under his 
Southern belt. And he easily has the best presidential 
fishing story, from April of 1979, when he was fishing 
on his private farm pond and was “attacked by a killer 
rabbit” (above). A great story, that in no way helped 
his bid for re-election.                                                                                                                         

George H. W. Bush 
Served: January 20, 1989 – January 20, 1993 
 
While both Bushes put their time in chasing stripers 
off the coast of their family compound in Kennebunk-
port, it seems the elder Bush—when both were 
along—was generally at the helm. While sometimes 
criticized for the size of their stripers, (Reuters photo 
caption: “Are the Bush’s immune from the regs?”), 
they at least can be credited for getting after it in less-
than-ideal weather conditions, even if they once got 
the anchor so stuck that it had to be retrieved by Se-
cret Service divers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 8th, twenty hardy souls gathered to 
participate in the Laurel Fork Wilderness  stocking 
organized by the WVDNR.  KVCTU members pre-
sent were Larry Orr, Steve Young, Joe Crowder, Er-
nie Nester, Steve Gallagher and, Dennis Cottrill.  
 For the lower section of the stream trout are 
loaded into plastic bags with approximately eight gal-
lons of water then, given a good healthy dose of oxy-
gen before the bag is sealed and loaded onto mules 
for the trip. 
 The upper section requires pretty much the 
same setup with the exception of the fish will have to 
be carried into the wilderness by backpack.  With a 
small turnout the area we could stock was reduced 
drastically, but with help from several folks from the 
Morgantown chapter and one student from WV Wes-
leyan College all the fish were reported to have sur-
vived and were on the rise.   

 

 

 

 

 

LAUREL FORK WILDERNESS  
STOCKING, SEPTEMBER 8TH 
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UPCOMING KVCTU  
 EVENTS 

NEW ANGLING ARTS CLASS 
COORDINATOR 

 
 For many years Charlie Krepps has been the angling 
arts class coordinator. Charlie feels this would be a 
good time to have someone transition into coordi-
nating this program for him. Following two years of 
arm twisting and severe threats, Ken Eigenbrod 
agreed, and has been approved by KVCTU Board of 
Directors, to be the new class coordinator. He will 
assume this role after working closely with Charlie 
during the upcoming 2013 class year. Ken has been in 
the angling arts program for several years helping 
with the rod building class and assisting with develop-
ing the advanced fly fishing class.  During his profes-
sional career, Ken organized and administered local, 
regional and national training events. He will continue 
as an assistant instructor for Marge McCutcheon in 
the rod building class along with her husband Dave. 

 
The angling arts class coordinator works with 
KVCTU Board Members, the Kanawha County Con-
tinuing Education Program, and teachers/ instructors 
to develop and implement classes popular with 
KVCTU members and the general public.  Cost of 
classes, class content, class  locations, and class dates 
and publicity are just a few of the other functions of 
the coordinator. 

 October 6th, Bible Center Church Kids Event 
 October  9th, Membership Meeting, South 

Charleston Library  7:30PM-9:30PM  Program will 
be Team Leaders Discussing  team responsibili-
ties. 

 
 Octobers membership meeting  agenda will also pre-
sent the nominees for several Officers and Board po-
sitions.  The nominating committee  has recommend-
ed the following individuals for a vote by the mem-
bership: 

 President:: Steve Young 

 Vice-President Environmental: Lee Orr 

 Vice-President Membership: Tom Moody 

  Vice-President Programs: Bill Todd 

 Vice-President Fund raising:: Homer Sweeney 

 Secretary: La Verne Tignor 

 Treasurer: Alice Riffee 

 Board Positions are: 

 Ken McDaniel 

 Mike Sayre 

 Bill Murray 

 
 October 23rd, KVCTU Board meeting, South 

Charleston Library , 6:30PM– 8:30PM 

EMAIL ADDRESSES NEEDED 
KVCTU is spending approximately $2000 per 
year in mailing and printing costs to distribute 
the monthly newsletter.  If you are receiving 
both please let me know.  I want to convert 
everyone to email for TU correspondence. 

With 559 members it is taking awhile but, Sam 
Adams is lending a hand. 

Art work by Eric Estrada 
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KVCTU Officers  
President 

Jeff L. Nelsen, Ph.: 304-768-3933 

jefflnelsen@suddenlink.net  

 

Immediate Past President 

Homer Sweeney, Ph.: 304-722-3825 

tu166@suddenlink.net 

  

Vice President Programs 

Steve Young, Ph.: 304-941-6955 

shy1wv@suddenlink.net  

 

Vice President Fund Raising 

Bill Murray, Ph.: 304-550-6523 © 

wildbill1030@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President Environmental 

VACANT 
 

 

 

 

Vice President Membership 

Tom Moody, Ph:304-744-4083 

scpeebod@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary  

La Verne Tignor, Ph.: 304-965-0493 

ltsplace@suddenlink.net  

 

Treasurer  

Alice Riffee, Ph.: 304-586-4125 

alicer138@frontier.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Dennis Cottrill, Ph.: 304-562-3549 

denniscottrill@gmail.com 

 

Stocking Coordinator 

Steve Sattler, Ph.: 304-872-1633 

ssatler90@yahoo.com 

 

Youth Liaison  

Larry Riffee, Ph.: 304-586-4125 

larryr138@frontier.com 

WV Council Chair South 

Steve Young, Ph.: 304-344-5819 

shy1wv@suddenlink.net 

 

TIC Trout in Classroom 

Jack Williams, Ph.: 304-776-2566 

JackWillams814@gmail.com  

 

  

 

Board of Directors 

 

Terms Expiring – 2014 

David Hansford, Ph.: 304-926-8752 

dhansford@suddenlink.net 

 

Jeremy Gladwell, Ph.: 304-444-8749 

jeremygladwell@yahoo.com 

 

Jason Hodges, Ph.: 407-547-5446  

wvflyfishr@gmail.com  

 

 

Terms Expiring – 2013 
Ian McQuinn, Ph.: 304-638-1137 

skianwv@aol.com 

 

Dennis Cottrill, Ph.: 304-562-3549 

denniscottrill@gmail.com 

 

Steve Garrett, Ph:304-927-5328 

sgarrett113@gmail.com 

 

Terms Expiring  - 2012 
Robbie Spears, Ph.: 304-347-2227  
rspears@chdwk.com  

 

Lee Orr, Ph.: 304-342-6392 

Orrwhat4@verizon.net  

 

Paul Skaggs, Ph.: 304-746-4044 

paulskaggs@suddenlink.net  

Current Resident or 


