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  The Ernie Nester Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s an-
nual banquet held on March 10, 2015 at the Elks 
lodge was a great time. We had 114 people attend 
which was off the mark of 130 reservations we had. I 
am sure the weather played a factor in that. The Elks 
Lodge is a great venue for our banquet and they are 
great hosts and our caterer, Joe Zando provided an-
other great meal for us.  President Steve Young pre-
sided over the evening activities which included intro-
duction of guests, an overview of the chapter activi-
ties for the past year and assisting Max Robertson 
with the awards presentation. See articles on the 
awards. We had present WV Division of Natural Re-
sources’ Director, Robert A. Fala, and former direc-
tors Frank Jezioro and Sandy Latimer and other 
friends from WVDNR as well as the Lisa, Daron and 
Elizabeth Dean family from Elk Springs Resort join us 
for the evening.  
  We were fortunate this year to have over fifty do-
nated prizes for our auctions and raffles this year.  
We also had a record twenty three sponsors support 
the banquet and over thirty five ENCTU members 
contribute to the banquet’s success. Randy Lemon 
built and donated another beautiful bamboo fly rod 
for our live auction Legend Lodge and Talahiem 
Lodge in Alaska donated half price trips for our silent 
auctions. Montana Hunting and Fishing Adventures 
provided the top sponsor prize for a trip on the Bit-
terroot River.  
  With all this support the chapter cleared over 
$8000.00 for our continued efforts of our dedicated 
core of volunteers who make a difference for wild 
and native trout habitat and conservation education /
outreach in our chapter’s region and across this great 
state. 

  My sincere thanks to you all for making the 2015 
banquet so successful.  

  Steve Young 
received the Sil-
ver Trout 
Award from Im-
mediate Past 
President Jeff 
Nelsen for exem-
plary contribu-
tions to the Ernie 
Nester Chapter 
of Trout Unlim-
ited goals at the 
Annual Banquet 
on March 10. The 
Silver Trout 
Award was estab-
lished in 1977, 

five years after the Chapter was formed. The Chap-
ter Awards program is now 37 years old and Steve 
represents a continuum of great members to receive 
the Silver Trout. 
  Steve is in his third year as Chapter President. He 
previously served as Vice President Programs and 
Chapter Secretary. Steve joined The ENCTU in 1996 
and has been deeply involved in everything for nearly 
twenty years. 
  He took an early interest in resource projects, in 
particular the Stocking Program. He was recognized 
with a Certificate of Appreciation in 2000 for these 
efforts. In 2004, he was again recognized, this time, 
for overall participation in Chapter activities, in other 
words just about everything we do.  Steve became a 
key support person for the Chapter Stocking Pro-
gram Coordinator. He hauls fish, assists in fingerling 
pickups, and assists at the stream as needed. In 2007, 
Steve was again recognized for his efforts, primarily 
the stocking program, with the Banfield Memorial 
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Steve Young Receives the Silver Trout Award! 
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Award given to those who make significant contribu-
tions to resource projects over time. 
  Steve was involved in the West Virginia Council 
early on, and has represented the ENCTU in these 
activities to include serving in the Council officer 
group as Vice Chairman South. The Council is made 
up of members from WV Chapters. It is extremely 
important for the ENCTU to support the Council, 
and Steve has made a big contribution here over 
many years. 
  In 2012, Steve received the Presidents Award for 
his participation and leadership in all the before men-
tioned areas.  This includes participation in SOS , the 
Elkhorn Cleanup  and the Bucket Brigade too. 

    Congratulations and well deserved Steve! 

  The Banfield Memorial Award is given for signif-
icant contributions to Chapter  projects to include 
fingering stockings, SOS (Save Our Streams), stream 
chemistry, promoting the use of limestone fines, habi-
tat improvement, cleanups, TIC (Trout in the Class-
room), environmental action or any project directly 
working on the West Virginia cold water  resources. 

     
  Ralph Douglas received the Banfield Memorial 
Award on March 10 for his significant contributions 

to the maintenance 
and improvement of 
West Virginia trout 
fisheries. 
  If you participated in 
any Chapter projects 
over the last few 
years, you would have 
run into Ralph. Ralph 
has a track record 
that includes signifi-
cant involvement in all 
of the Chapters 
streamside projects. 
In TIC for example, 

he has become a lead equipment maintainer and has 
taken on four elementary schools as advisor.  
  In February of 2014, he participated in the National 
Trout Unlimited Water Quality Monitoring Program 
local training session. This effort is aimed at collecting 
baseline data relative to Marcellus Shale Gas Well 
operations. Ralph is right in the middle of this activity 
now.  Throughout all of Ralph’s participation, he has 
used his mechanical and problem solving background 
to improve ways of approaching the task at hand.  
  Ralph received a Certificate of Appreciation in 2011 
for project participation and another in 2013 for his 
efforts in TIC. It is very good news that Ralph recent-
ly accepted an invitation to become a member of the 
Chapter Board. 

 
  Mike Sayre took home the 2015 Banfield Memori-
al Award for his efforts on Dunloup Creek coupled 
with his strong in-
terest in getting in-
volved in Chapter 
resource efforts in 
general.  
  Mike joined the 
Chapter in February 
of 2012, and very 
quickly volunteered 
to become Event 
Coordinator for the 
Dunloup Creek 
stocking. He took 
the time in the 1st 
half of 2013 to learn 
about Dunloup 
Creek and lead the stocking in August recruiting an 
outstanding attendance. Mike received a 2014 Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for this effort and carried out a 
second well run stocking during the year.  
  Mike came on the Board of Directors in 2013 and 
then stepped into the Environmental Vice President 
position in late 2014. In the meantime he also took 
on the sales of caps and shirts!   
  Well done, and well appreciated for taking on so 
much so fast, Mike! 

Ralph and Mike Are Recognized For Their Efforts! 

Max Robertson 
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GUIDE TO THE 

CATCH AND RELEASE 

TROUT STREAMS 

OF WEST VIRGINIA 

MAPS, TIPS, HATCH CHARTS,LODGING 
INFORMATION. 

$10.00 EA. ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
ERNIE NESTER CHAPTER 

of 

TROUT UNLIMITED 
CALL JASON HODGES: 407-547-5447 

Email: wvflyfishr@gmail.com 

  Ken Eigenbrod 
joined ENCTU in 
February of 2008. 
Early on, he be-
came interested 
in Chapter classes 
and related activi-
ties such as TIC 
and Youth Pro-
grams. He started 
assisting in the 
Angling Arts Pro-
gram in 2010. He 
moved on in to 
teaching Rod 
Building very quickly. In 2013 he became the ENCTU 
Angling Arts Coordinator which means he is our 
contact with the Kanawha County School System and 
he also negotiates for other facilities we need. Being 
the Angling Arts Coordinator has allowed Ken to 
show even more of his talents by establishing special-
ty classes, intermediate classes, and realigning class 
meeting times. Ken, as have his predecessors,  has 
taken the Angling Arts Program to a higher level of 
excellence. 
    Ken has been active in just about all Chapter activ-
ities with a special emphasis on TIC and Youth Pro-
grams. He is a fine photographer and maintains an 
extensive inventory of Chapter pictures. He has pro-
duced an ENCTU activity slide show for the annual 
Banquet for several years. 
    In 2011, Ken received a Certificate of Appreciation 
primarily for his work in the Angling Arts. On March 
10, 2015, Ken accepted the Chapter’s Presidents 
Award primarily for his work on Angling Arts, but 
also for all his efforts.    Good going Ken! 

    

 

  Dennis Cottrill 
joined the Chapter 
in March of 2006 
and quickly became 
very interested in 
Chapter activities.  
He attended meet-
ings and projects 
regularly. In 2011,  
Dennis agreed to 
become Trout Lines  
Editor and the rest 
is history. 
  Dennis received a 
Certificate of Ap-
preciation in 2011 
for taking on the Newsletter Editor task and per-
forming admirably. He continued to roll out the 
Newsletter while becoming adept at recruiting mem-
ber participation and focusing Trout Lines on the key 
issues. He has also turned out a number of fine arti-
cles on his own! 
  Dennis received the Presidents Award on March 
10 for his significant contributions to the Chapter as 
Editor the past four years. Also he has contributed 
ENCTU goals as a member of the Board and contin-
ues to participate regularly in projects. He is a fine 
photographer as well!  Keep up the good work Den-
nis! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presidents Award 
Angling Arts and Trout Lines in Good Hands! 

Max Robertson 
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  Frank Jezioro, 
the immediate 
past Director of 
the Division of 
Natural Re-
sources (DNR), 
was recognized 
with the Ernie 
Nester Chapter 
of Trout Unlim-
ited Silver 
Trout Award at 
our Annual Ban-
quet. 
  We were all 
honored to have 
Frank with us. He 

recently retired after ten years of service leading the 
DNR during a period of successful progress for West 
Virginia’s (WV) cold water fisheries. Frank’s personal 
interest in hunting and fishing and his professional 
career gave him the background needed to do a great 
job.    A few examples of notable cold water fishery 
projects during Frank’s tenure were: 
 The continued growth of the limestone fines 

treatment program primarily aimed at WV native 
brook trout waters 

 Working with outside organizations such as 
Trout Unlimited to effect improvements to cold 
water fisheries. One of note was a project under-
taken in cooperation with MeadWestvaco Cor-
poration to create additional habitat and improve 
water quality on upper Big Laurel of the Cherry 
at Fenwick, primarily native brook trout water. 

 Several projects on Shavers Fork to include a ma-
jor habitat and water quality improvement effort 
below Cheat Bridge, and another major ongoing 
habitat and water quality project in the upper 
Shavers Fork watershed.  The upper watershed              
work includes a study and implementation project 
funded by the DNR and managed by WVU in co-

operation with the DNR. The upper watershed 
effort supports all three reproducing species of 
trout, and includes providing access to feeder 
streams, narrowing of the main stem, improve-
ment of stream side shade and water quality. 

 The continuation and expansion of the Brown 
Trout Fingerling Program. This program, of 
course, is near and dear to our Chapter and has, 
indeed, increased the trout footprint in WV. 

 Opening public access to the Cheat River Gorge, 
and adding thousands of acres to the State’s pub-
lic hunting and fishing land inventory. 

    It was noted that 17 individuals within the DNR 
have received Chapter Awards for their efforts in 
improving wild trout fisheries over the last 37 years. 
Frank was thanked for his dedicated service to the 
State of West Virginia as Director of the DNR, and 
the work carried out on trout waters during his 10 
years of service. 
      At the end of Frank’s Silver Trout presen-
tation, he took the microphone, and spoke to 
the 100 plus in attendance for several minutes. 
He gave the ENCTU an ultimate compliment, 
placing the Chapter among the better volun-
teer organizations in West Virginia relative to 
producing real results!  

 

 

 

DNR Director Honored! 
Max Robertson  

Lee Orr presenting now retired DNR Director Mike 
Shingleton a limited print in appreciation of the many 

years of partnership with WVCTU 
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  Bill Todd re-
ceived the Silver 
Trout Award pri-
marily for his efforts 
in two key Chapter 
positions for a num-
ber of years, Hunt-
ing and Fishing 
Show Event Coordi-
nator, and Vice 
President Programs. 
In both assignments 
Bill excelled while 
being very orga-
nized, proactive, and 
thinking outside of the box. 
  The Chapter’s Hunting and Fishing Show activity is a 
key fund raiser, a major membership recruitment ef-
fort, and a three day advertisement for Trout Unlim-
ited. Bill absolutely made this activity run like clock-
work since 2005, while causing maximum member 
participation. 
  Bill has served as Program Vice President for two 
terms and tackled this task with great enthusiasm 
while bringing a number of excellent speakers to the 
Chapter meetings.  
  As if these two assignments didn’t keep Bill busy 
enough, he has been very active in many projects to 
include stockings, cleanups, TIC etc, since he joined 
the Chapter in 2001. 
  Bill was recognized with Certificates of Apprecia-
tion in 2003 for general project participation, and in 
2006 for his early efforts as Event Coordinator for 
the Hunting and Fishing Show booth. In 2010 Bill re-
ceived the “first ever” Presidents Award primarily for 
work on the Hunting and Fishing Show. 
  Bill also has been a major contributor to Chapter 
Board efforts. 

    Thanks for all your good work Bill! 

The Certificate of Appreciation is used to recognize 
outstanding actions in pursuit of attaining Chapter 
Goals. In 2014, the Awards Team identified 16 indi-
viduals, both member and nonmember, that deserved 
this recognition! 
    Ian McQuinn took over as Event Coordinator 
for the Fayette County stocking and indeed lead an 
excellent project on July 19. 
    Paula and Phil Clem were recognized for their 
active participation in the new Chapter project to 
establish baseline data relative to Marcellus Shale Gas 
operations primarily on area trout streams. This ef-
fort is a National Trout Unlimited sponsored pro-
gram. Paula also accepted the assignment as Coordi-
nator for this effort. Both have also accepted posi-
tions on the Chapter Board, Paula as Treasurer.  
    Brian McClung is also recognized for his partici-
pation in the shale gas project and has also come on 
the Board. 
    Paul Moore has taken over as West Virginia Re-
gional Director for the Project Healing Waters Fly 
Fishing Program. A number of events were success-
fully carried out in 2014 including the 1st Annual Fund 
Raiser. 
    Chris Ruppenthal took over as the Walmart 
Coordinator for the Bucket Brigade, limestone sand 
treatment of the Middle Fork of the Williams River. 
He is both a  member and a Walmart employee. His 
efforts resulted in a large employee contingent partic-
ipation from Walmart and a significant monetary con-
tribution from the Walmart Foundation.   
    Randy Lemon has donated several of his own 
handmade bamboo fly rods in the past few years to 
our Chapter fund raising efforts. This, of course rep-
resents, a marvelous fishing instrument for a lucky fly 
fisherman, and a significant contribution to support 
Chapter programs. 
    Gary Chancy and Louis Wilson are being sin-
gled out for their assistance in fund raising efforts in 
the sale of flies and Stream Guides. Both have been 

SILVER for Bill Todd! 
Max Robertson 

Many Chapter Members Distinguished 

Themselves in 2014! 
Max Roberson 
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previously recognized for working on our Angling 
Arts, Youth Education, and TIC (Trout in the Class-
room) programs! 
    Marge and Dave McCutcheon have participat-
ed on behalf of the Chapter in angling arts classes at 
both Beckley and Huntington Project Healing Waters 
programs.  
    Larry Riffee is recognized for his involvement in 
the Angling Arts and Youth programs. 
   Burl Burns, Division of Natural Resources (DNR), 
has provided trout eggs and the delivery expertise 
for all TIC efforts from the beginning. This portion of 
the TIC process has worked like a charm! John Re-
binski accepted the Award in Burl’s absence. 
  Ryan Pritt and Randall Morgan, both DNR em-
ployees, have seen to it that fine limestone sand is 
delivered to the Bucket Brigade site on the Highland 
Scenic Highway since this project’s inception. We 
thank them for their hard work and dedication!  Jim 
Hedrick accepted the Awards in their absence. 
  Mike Vigalante first became involved in our TIC 
program in 2013. He has become deeply involved and 
now provides technical support for Pratt, Chesa-
peake and, Malden Elementary Schools. 

 

 

 

  On April 18, 2015 Trout Unlimited will again (for 
the 18th year) be assisting the Elkhorn Creek Water-
shed Association, Citizens Conservation Corps of 
WV, McDowell County Solid Waste Authority, Trav-
el Beautiful Appalachia, WVDEP, WVDNR, and local 
citizens in a cleanup on Elkhorn Creek.   

 
Location:   We want all volunteers (except those 
assigned to meet at Ashland) to meet at the Elkhorn 
Post Office at 9:00 AM.  If you are traveling north 
on Rt. 52 turn right about 4.7 miles past the McDow-
ell-Mercer County line (this is a very sharp right 
turn).  Follow this road down the hill and turn left at 
the bottom of the hill just before you get to the 
bridge across Elkhorn Creek.  Follow this road down 
the stream to Elkhorn P. O.  The homes in Elkhorn 
are located primarily along the stream and are not 
located on Rt. 52.    

 
General Plan:  We will possibly be working on four 
different sections of stream: 

Elkhorn – We will attempt to clean all of the 
stream through Elkhorn and this is where 
most folks will be working.  Becky Barker, 
President of the Elkhorn Creek Water-
shed Association, lives in Elkhorn.  I will 
be in charge of the TU efforts in Elkhorn. 

Upper Maybeury -  We will clean a section 
of Elkhorn Creek where the spring goes 
under Rt. 52 in upper Maybeury.   Chris 
and Jim Mullens will be in charge of this 
effort. 

Power House Road – TU volunteers will 
clean a section of Elkhorn Creek along 
Power House Road.   Chest waders are 
necessary to work in the stream in 
this section.  Chris and Jim Mullens will 
be in charge. 

 

Ernie Nester Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

ELKHORN CREEK CLEANUP 
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North Fork of Elkhorn Creek in the Ashland 
region.  Jack Williams and Homer 
Sweeney will be in charge of the TU oper-
ation in Ashland. 

 
Procedures:   We will attempt to clean the trash 
from the stream and the stream banks placing all of 
the smaller items in plastic trash bags.  Leave the bags 
of trash and larger items at a road where they can be 
picked up by a truck and transported to a dumpster.  

 
What to Bring:   Work gloves will be provided.  
Bring chest waders (hip waders if you do not have 
chest waders) and rain gear. Wear clothes that you 
will not worry about if they get dirty or shredded by 
multiflora rose bushes.  Folks who do not have wad-
ers can work on roads, stream banks and other are-
as.  Bring a change of clothing, water, soap, towel, 
basic first aid items, and any other items that you 
think that you might need.     

 
Caution:  Please be careful and remember that 
most of the residential sewage goes straight into 
the streams.  Be sure that your waders do not leak.  
Bring water, soap, and a towel so you can clean any 
body parts that come in contact with the stream wa-
ter.  There is a lot of broken glass and various sharp 
objects in the stream.  Please work with at least one 
other person so you can help each other if any prob-
lem should develop. If you should cut or puncture 
any body part, stay out of the creek!   

 
Group Photo:  Please be at the St. Mary's Greek 
Orthodox Church at 12:50 PM for the group photo. 

 
Lunch:  Lunch will be provided from 1:00 to 2:00 
at "St. Mary's Greek Orthodox Church".  It is locat-
ed past the railroad caboose in Elkhorn Bottom, up 
on the hill.  I am requesting that everyone participat-
ing in this cleanup attend this luncheon  
 
Camping:   The Ashland Resort Campground is 

located on Rt. 17 about seven miles from Northfork 
and about one mile from the Ashland Company 
Store. They have cabins, tent sites, and camper sites.  
Call the campground (1-888-862-2322 or 1-304-862-
2322) to reserve a cabin or camping site.  Let them 
know that you will be participating in the cleanup. 
We will have several people staying at the 
campground (sites #42, 43, 45, 46) on Friday and Sat-
urday nights.  Food will be brought in for the Friday 
evening meal (donations accepted). 

 
Directions- from Elkhorn take Rt. 52 north to 
Northfork.  When you reach Northfork turn right on 
Rt. 17 (Cherokee Road) and follow that road about 
six miles to the Ashland Company Store.  There are 
various signs where you turn off Rt. 52 such as Ash-
land Resort Campground and Hatfield-McCoy Trail-
head.     
 
Fishing:   I strongly encourage anyone who has not 
fished Elkhorn Creek to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to try to catch a reproducing trout in Elkhorn 
Creek.  For folks who are not familiar with Elkhorn 
Creek, I will attempt to give some suggestions on 
spots to fish. 

 
Cameras:  I hope that several people will bring their 
cameras so we can have a good selection of photos 
from the cleanup effort.  Consider wearing bright col-
ored clothing because they show up better in photos.  
Please keep your camera in a zip-lock plastic bag un-
less it is a waterproof camera. 

Contact Larry Orr if you plan on participating:  

304-965-7185 

edhorse@suddenlink.net 



ENCTU Officers  
President 

Steve Young, Ph.: 304-941-6955 

shy1wv@suddenlink.net  

 

Immediate Past President 

Jeff L. Nelsen, Ph.: 304-768-3933 

jefflnelsen@suddenlink.net  

  

Vice President Programs 

Bill Todd, Ph.: 740-645-7835 

Dutchstar37@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President Fund Raising 

Homer Sweeney, Ph.: 304-722-3825 

tu166@suddenlink.net 

 

Vice President Environmental 

Mike Sayre,  

mike.sayre@hotmail.com 

 

Vice President Membership 

Tom Moody, Ph:304-744-4083 

scpeebod@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary  

Paula Clem, Ph.: 304-757-3384 

kittycatclem@gmail.com  

 

Treasurer  

Alice Riffee, Ph.: 304-586-4125 

alicer138@frontier.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Dennis Cottrill, Ph.: 304-562-3549 

denniscottrill@gmail.com 

 

Stocking Coordinator 

Steve Sattler, Ph.: 304-872-1633 

ssatler90@yahoo.com 

 

Youth Liaison  

Larry Riffee, Ph.: 304-586-4125 

larryr138@frontier.com 

 

TIC Trout in Classroom 

Jack Williams, Ph.: 304-776-2566 

JackWillams814@gmail.com  

  

Board of Directors 

 

Terms Expiring  - 2015 
Ken McDaniel,  

kdmcdan@sudenlink.net 

 

Bill Murray, Ph.:304-343-6025 

wildbill1013@yahoo.com 

 

Paul Skaggs, Ph.: 304-552-8895  

paulskaggs@suddenlink.net 

 

Terms Expiring- 2016 
Harry Moran, Ph., 304-965-7770 

hemoran@suddenlink.net 

 

Rhonda Mullins, 

rmiller78@msn.com   

 

Steve Garrett, Ph:304-927-5328 

sgarrett113@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 
Terms Expiring—2017 
Phil Clem, Ph.: 304-757-3384 

oatsvilleslim@gmail.com 

 

Ralph Douglas, Ph.: 304-776-6462 

rdouglas38@suddenlink.net 

 

Brian McClung, Ph.: 304-353-9003 

brian.mcclung@morganstanley.com 

 

UPCOMING  
ENCTU EVENTS 
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April 14th, ENCTU Membership meeting, SCPL, 
7:00Pm– 8:30PM, Program speaker will be Bubba 
Holt on the June statewide Project Healing Waters 
event at Pocahontas 4H camp.  

April 18th, Elkhorn Cleanup, see page 6 

April 24th, ENCTU Board Meeting SCPL, 6:30PM– 
8:00PM 

May 2nd, Save Our Streams –SOS survey for Loop 
Creek, 10:00 AM at the upper end of the cemetery, 
contact Larry Orr for info, edhorse@suddenlink.net 

 

April 22nd.  The Hometown Elem. T.I.C. stocking\ 
Earth Day Celebration, This event will be held at the 
picnic area in Kanawha State Forest from 9:00am. 
To 2:00pm.  We will have Fly Tying Demo. and Fly 
Casting, this is an enter school event with approx. 
100 kid’s, we can always use extra help with the cast-
ing.   
May 30th, The Beyond The Backyard, Outdoor Ad-
venture Camp. This event will held at Cabala’s 
(outside) from 9:00am. To 3:00pm. This is fast be-
coming an extra large event so extra help can always 
be used. We will have Fly Tying Demo. and Fly Cast-
ing. 
  If you can help out with either event, please let 
Larry Riffee know. 
304-586-4125, Larryr138@frontier.com 

Upcoming ENCTU youth activities 


