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  We first met Mike when he took over from Don 
Phares as Assistant Chief in charge of coldwater fish-
eries for the West Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources.  It took a while for Mike to assure people 
that Don Phares had really retired, but he did so in a 
convincing fashion. 

  
  Mike is a critical contact and resource to the Ernie 
Nester Chapter and the WV Council of Trout Un-
limited.  With Joe Crowder's’ experience in keeping 
hatchery fish alive while transporting them in hot 
weather and Mikes’ guidance, ENCTU was able to 

take over most of the fish hauling for the ENCTU 
fingerling stocking program.  This reduced WV DNR 
manpower that would have been required for trans-
porting fish on Saturdays.  Other WV TU Chapters 
followed the example of ENCTU and purchased their 
own hauling tanks.  This fingerling brown trout stock-
ing program puts surplus fish into WV streams at a 
minimal cost to the taxpayers of the state. ENCTU 
has stocked about 1.5 million fingerlings in this pro-
gram with the review and approval by Mike. 

 

  Mike has been a speaker in the spring of each year 
at an ENCTU meeting to review the status of the 
coldwater fisheries in WV.  He always gives a very 
engaging talk and answers a lot of dumb questions 
with a smile and no condescendence.  ENCTU mem-
bers look forward to this annual event. 

 
  Mike willingly participated in the WV Council of TU 
Fisheries Management Committee meetings while 
that committee was active.  This committee met on 
Saturdays before Council meetings, so Mike was par-
ticipating on his own time.  Issues and agenda items in 
these meetings sometimes were rather contentious, 

Mike Shingleton is Retiring 
by Larry Orr 
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but Mike always kept his cool and usually responded 
with a smile.  He never raised his voice, but some-
times his eyes lit up a bit. 

 
  Mike also participated in, or led, activities such as 
electroshock surveys, stream cleanups, limestone 

fines projects and the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Ven-
ture program.  These activities were usually on his 
own time.  Sometimes when the WVDNR hauled the 
fish on weekends, it would be Mike driving the truck 
and dishing out the fish.  After many years of taping 
bags with an oxygen blanket on fingerlings, I think 
Mike finally trusts me to be able to do it myself. 

 
  It took TU folks in WV a while to shake the image 
of Don Phares as the man in charge of coldwater 
fisheries in WV, but it will take a lot longer for the 
image of Mike Shingleton to fade.  We have enjoyed 
our relationship with Mike and congratulate him on 
his retirement.  We look forward to developing 
such a relationship with his replacement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Ernie Nester Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
(ENCTU) will lead a Save-Our-Streams (SOS) survey 
of Loop Creek on Saturday, October 11.        We 
will meet at 10 am at the bridge at Camp Branch 
Road.  The survey should be complete by mid-
afternoon.   
  SOS surveys monitor the impact of the Waste 
Treatment Plant at Ingram Branch as well as mining 
activities in the area on the stream. Surveys are con-
ducted twice per year and were started in May of 
2010. 

 
  The SOS surveys monitor the quality of the stream.  
The aquatic insect population will be monitored using 
kick-screen techniques, stream chemistry will be 
measured, flows and water/streambed conditions will 
be recorded and impact of streamside activities and 
activities in the area will be noted. 

 
  We need your help in conducting these surveys. 
Loop Creek area residents are also encouraged to 
participate.  You do not need to be a TU member to 
participate. Please come prepared to be in the 
stream.  Call or email Larry Orr if you plan to partici-
pate. 
 

GUIDE TO THE 

CATCH AND RELEASE 

TROUT STREAMS 

OF WEST VIRGINIA 

MAPS, TIPS, HATCH CHARTS,LODGING 
INFORMATION. 

$10.00 EA. ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT 
ERNIE NESTER CHAPTER 

of 

TROUT UNLIMITED 
CALL JASON HODGES: 407-547-5447 

Email: wvflyfishr@gmail.com 

Mike Shingleton pictured with Jeff Nelsen 

ENCTU LOOP CREEK   

SAVE-OUR-STREAMS 
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  Travis Ferry from the TU  Davis , WV office will 
present the objectives and plans for restoration tak-
ing place on the Potomac River headwaters. 

 
TU is working with the Dominion Foundation, the 
Forest Service, state agencies, and other partners to 

restore the headwaters of the Potomac River.  

Location 

The TU restoration project will focus initially on the 
headwater areas of the South Branch of the Potomac 
River.  The project will grow over time, but activities 
and projects are occurring in Hardy, Pendleton, and 
Grant Counties, West Virginia. 

Threats 

A history of flooding in the watershed destabilized 
the banks of the higher elevation headwater streams.  
Open cattle grazing practices also wore down stream 
banks.  The combination of flooding and grazing leads 
to unstable stream banks that erode into the stream 
and compromise water quality and fish habitat.   

When stream banks erode, sediment fills the stream 
channel, and the shallow waters prevent brook trout 
and other species from migrating and finding deeper 
pools in which to live.  Shallow waters also warm 

more quickly and are less hospitable to coldwater 
fish species.  Importantly, degradation of stream 
banks and streamside areas also intensifies the effects 
of floods on downstream communities.  Instead of 
absorbing increased flows and spreading them across 
a floodplain, altered rivers channel the energy of 
floods downstream, often with devastating conse-
quences to people and communities.  

(Continued on page 4) 

OCTOBER PROGRAM TO HIGHLIGHT THE  

POTOMAC HEADWATERS PROJECT 
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Practices 

  The first stage of the project has already begun on a 
large tract of National Forest land in the North Fork 
of the South Branch of the Potomac.  Volunteers 
from Dominion and the TU West Virginia Council 
are constructing three miles of fencing to prevent 
cattle from accessing the stream and degrading the 
banks. Alternative water sources (stock tanks) are 
provided for the cattle. 

  Replanting the areas will naturally stabilize the banks 
and recover the streamside area.  Additional in-
stream work will re-establish the channel and force 
sediment through the stream and out of the system. 

From the TU Regional Office Website. 

 

 

 

 
    

 The Chapter Awards Team is beginning the process 
to identify 2014 Award Nominees.   We are partic-
ularly interested in receiving nominations 
from the membership at large.  
 
    The initial Chapter Award, the Silver Trout, was 
first presented in 1977 and along with the Paul Bran-
non Life Time Achievement Award (1991) represent 
the highest level Awards requiring at least 5 years 
and 10 years respectively of exemplary contributions. 
The Larry Banfield Award (1991) and the Presidents 
Award (2010) represent our intermediate awards 
defined by at least 3 years of significant contributions. 
The Banfield Award is given for efforts relating to the 
resource ( i.e. stocking, cleanups, SOS, environmen-
tal), while the Presidents Award is given for efforts in 
other activities( i.e. the Hunt Show, the Banquet, 
Newsletter, and in particular efforts relating to fund 
raising. The Certificate of Appreciation (1985) recog-
nizes outstanding contributions to Chapter goals at 
the initial level. The Gene Burkett Youth Activities  

 
Award (1979) recognizes leadership and efforts in 
youth involvement. All of the Chapter Awards, ex-
cept the Lifetime Achievement and the Banfield 
Awards can be given to nonmembers and outside 
organizations.  

 
    Please, call me at 304-744-9338 or email me 
at wildtrout@suddenlink.net or contact any of 
the Team members to give us nominations, or 
if you would like further information on the 
nomination process. The Awards Team members, 
in addition to me, are Charlie Krepps, Sandy Latimer, 
Tom Moody, Jeff Nelsen, Larry Riffee, Homer 
Sweeney, Jack Williams, and Steve Young. We do 
have pertinent documents that are available to any-
one upon request. Nominations need to be into 
the Awards Team by November 1. 
 
    All of us on the Team believe that the ENCTU is 
one of the best Chapters in the nation, and take 
great joy in recognizing the various special efforts 
that go into our programs each year. We are inter-
ested in your participation and comments. The 
Awards will be presented at the ENCTU Annual Ban-
quet next March. 

 

 

   

In Search of a Few Good People! 
Max Robertson 
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2015 Hunt Show  
ENCTU Gun Raffle 

 
 

Remington Model 870 Wingmaster 20 Gauge, 26 Inch Vent 
Rib Barrel, High Polished Blue Finish, 3 Inch Chamber, American 

Walnut Stock High Gloss Finish 
 

Proceeds go to the Ernie Nester Chapter of Trout Unlimited sup-
porting conservation, restoration, preservation and reconnection of 

coldwater streams 
 

Provided by and Pickup Location: 
Spring Hill Rod & Gun 

4901 MacCorkle Ave SW 
South Charleston, WV 25309 

304-768-2090 
 

Anyone under 18 must be accompanied by parent/guardian 
 

$1.00 per ticket, Tickets available at the October Membership meeting 
6   tickets   for   $5 
12 tickets   for   $10 
18 tickets   for   $15 
24 tickets   for   $20 
30 tickets   for   $25 
36 tickets   for   $30 
42 tickets   for   $35 
48 tickets   for   $40 
54 tickets   for   $45 
60 tickets   for   $50 

 
Winning ticket to be drawn at 5:00 PM January 25th 

(Need not be present to win) 



ENCTU Officers  
President 

Steve Young, Ph.: 304-941-6955 

shy1wv@suddenlink.net  

 

Immediate Past President 

Jeff L. Nelsen, Ph.: 304-768-3933 

jefflnelsen@suddenlink.net  

  

Vice President Programs 

Bill Todd, Ph.: 740-645-7835 

Dutchstar@frognet.com 

 

Vice President Fund Raising 

Homer Sweeney, Ph.: 304-722-3825 

tu166@suddenlink.net 

 

Vice President Environmental 

Vacant 

 

Vice President Membership 

Tom Moody, Ph:304-744-4083 

scpeebod@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary  

La Verne Tignor, Ph.: 304-965-0493 

ltsplace@suddenlink.net  

 

Treasurer  

Alice Riffee, Ph.: 304-586-4125 

alicer138@frontier.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Dennis Cottrill, Ph.: 304-562-3549 

denniscottrill@gmail.com 

 

Stocking Coordinator 

Steve Sattler, Ph.: 304-872-1633 

ssatler90@yahoo.com 

 

Youth Liaison  

Larry Riffee, Ph.: 304-586-4125 

larryr138@frontier.com 

 

WV Vice Chair South 

Jeff L. Nelsen, Ph.: 304-768-3933 

jefflnelsen@suddenlink.net 

 

TIC Trout in Classroom 

Jack Williams, Ph.: 304-776-2566 

JackWillams814@gmail.com  

  

Board of Directors 

 

Terms Expiring – 2014 

David Hansford, Ph.: 304-926-8752 

dhansford@suddenlink.net 

 

Paul Skaggs, Ph.: 304-552-8895  

paulskaggs@suddenlink.net 

 

Jason Hodges, Ph.: 407-547-5446  

wvflyfishr@gmail.com  

 

 

Terms Expiring  - 2015 
Ken McDaniel,  

kdmcdan@sudenlink.net 

 

Bill Murray, Ph.:304-343-6025 

wildbill1013@yahoo.com 

 

Mike Sayre,  

Mike.sayre@hotmail.com 

 

Terms Expiring- 2016 
Harry Moran, Ph., 304-965-7770 

hemoran@suddenlink.net 

 

Rhonda Mullins, 

rmiller78@msn.com   

 

Steve Garrett, Ph:304-927-5328 

sgarrett113@gmail.com 

 

 

UPCOMING  
ENCTU EVENTS 
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October 11th, Loop Creek SOS, see article page 2 
October 14th, Membership meeting, SCPL 7:00PM– 
9:00PM, program will be TU staff on Potomac Water-
shed Restoration projects. 
October 28th, ENCTU Board meeting SCPL, 
6:30PM—8:30PM 
November 11th,  Membership meeting, SCPL 
7:00PM– 9:00PM, program will be information and 
education of fly fishing provided by local members. 
November 25th, ENCTU Board meeting SCPL, 
6:30PM—8:30PM 
December 23rd, Newsletter committee Christmas 
Gala! 

  Would you like to learn about loop to loop connec-
tions....maybe what fly line to use and why,  learn 
about leaders and Tippets and much more. Then you 
don't want to miss the November Meeting at the 
South Charleston library !! 

 Jeff Nelsen will cover leaders and tippets. 

 Charlie Kreps will speak on loop to loop rigging. 

 Ed Hayne will speak on fishing the four seasons. 

 And Randy Augustine will speak How to fish The 
Galletin, Madison, the Fire Hole Rivers in Mon-
tana in 5 days with 5 different guides, get 16 
meals, stay at a fly fishing resort, and visit Yellow-
stone at low cost.  

November’s Program  


